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23. An apparatus comprising: 

;i master system including: a ma; 
mechanism for storing a first 
master system controller; 

a first slave system including: 

processor, and a first programmable interface coupled 
to the master system, the first programmable interface 
including a first system controller; and 

wherein the master system is configured to interrogate, 
after the master system is booted and the first system to 
controller is released, the first slave system to identify 
one or more characteristics of the first slave system; 
wherein the master system is configured to determine 
that the first remote boot image should be used for the 
first slave system in response to said interrogation of is 
the first slave system and based on said identified one 
or more characteristics of the first slave system, to 
update the first programmable interface to cause the 
first slave system to retrieve the first remote boot 
image, and to release the first processor for booting 20 
from the first remote boot image after updating the first 
programmable interface; 

wherein said operation of updating the first programmable 
interface includes: the master system assigning the first 
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system controller an address or range of addresses to be 
used by the master system for accessing one or more 
registers of the first system controller; and the master 
system manipulating said one or more registers of the 
first system controller and programming the master 
system controller such that a boot address that is part of 
a boot-code range of addresses is redirected for access- 
ing the first remote boot image by the first slave system. 

24. The apparatus of claim 23, wherein said one or more 
characteristics include its type. 

25. The apparatus of claim 24, wherein said one or more 
characteristics include its version. 

26. The apparatus of claim 23, wherein said one or more 
characteristics include its versjoa^ 

27. The apparatus of clai/h 24J wherein the first slave 
system includes a boot RON^aBtfwherein an original boot 
address refers to a location in the boot ROM for retrieving 
a locally stored boot image within the first slave system. 

28. The apparatus of claim 23, wherein the master system 
is communicatively coupled to the slave system via a bus. 
k 29. The apparatus of claim 28, wherein the bus is a PCI 
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> Claim 52 (currently amended): An apparatus comprising: 

a master system including: a master memory and a storage mechanism for storing a 
first remote boot image; and a master system controller 

a first slave system ineiuding: a first memory and a first programmable interface 
coupled ,„ the master system, the firs, programmable interface including a firs, system 
controller; and 

wherein the master system is configured to perform nnr, nr „ nuuliun, to idu.ufr 

"^^^H^r ^ -i n ,. T i fe , n„ „ 1 iUli J)Jm k ho <||t J ui|J fa 

ft^HSaH^^ by fee ma ste, ,) ,,„„, .ai d u p u ut in n - W indi ng in tu ba t ing 

mterrogffle the firs, s ,ave system to identify a rt , M one or ore characteristics of 

tt^Ubye^y^ wherein ,he master system is configured ,„ determine that the firs, 
remote boot image should be used for the first s!ave system in response ,o said interrogation 
of the firs, slave system and based on said identified characteristics of the first slave system 
and ,o update the firs, programmable interface to cause the first slave system to retrieve the 
firs, remo.e boo, image and to boo, from said retrieved firs, remote boot image I w te ei !L said 

^ssmgQBimammms of the first system ^ ... ^ 

^mms^mmmr^m^^n, controller and , rf . „, 

aSi^^lgibefirst remote boot in,,., by the first slave system 

Claim 53 (previously presented): The apparatus of claim 52, wherein said one or more 
characteristics include its type. 
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Claim 54 (previously presented): The apparatus of elaim 53. wherein said one or more 
characteristics include its version. 

Claim 55 (previously presented): The apparatus of claim 52, wherein said one or more 
characteristics include its version. 

Claim 56 (canceled) Qo^S 

Claim 57 (curren.lv amended): The apparatus ^J^^whlTune ST 

slave system includes a boo. ROM; and wherein the origTn^Wad^efers to a location 

m ,he boo, ROM for retrieving a locally stored boot image wi,hin the firs, slave system. 

Claim 58 (new): The apparatus of claim 8, wherein the master system is configured to 

scan .he bus looking for system controllers of slave systems in order ,o discover .he firs. 

system controller and ,he second sys.em conteoller prior .o said operate of interrogating me 

iirst and the second slave systems. 

Claim 59 (new): The apparatus of claim 58, wherein the bus is a PCI bus. 

Claim 60 (new): The apparatus of claim 8, wherein the bus is a PCI bus. 

Claim 61 (new): The method of claim 13, wherein the master system is said 
communicatively coupled to the slave system via a PCI bus. 

Claim 62 (new): The apparatus of claim 45, wherein the master system is 
communicatively coupled to the slave system via a bus. 

Claim 63 (new): The apparatus of claim 62, wherein the bus is a PCI bus. 
Claim 64 (new): The apparatus of claim 52, wherein the master system is 
communicatively coupled to the slave system via a bus. 

Claim 65 (new): The apparatus of claim 64, wherein the bus is a PCI bus. 
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